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This PowerPoint template produces a A0 presentation poster. You can use it 

to create your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, tables, 

charts and photos.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the poster 

design process and answer your poster production questions. For complete 

template tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and click on the  

HELP DESK tab. 

 

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go 

online to PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster". 
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(33.11 x 46.81 inches) 
 

Important: Check the template size 
Before you start working on your poster 

and to avoid printing problems check that 

you have downloaded and that you are 

using the correct size template for your 

poster presentation. 

 

How to Zoom in and out 

Use the PowerPoint zoom tool to adjust the 

screen magnification to view comfortably. 

PowerPoint provides 2 ways to zoom:  

1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW 

tab and then click on ZOOM. Choose the 

zoom percentage that works best for you.  

2. For better zoom flexibility, use the zoom 

slider at the bottom right of the window. 

Ruler and Guides 
The dotted lines on his poster template are guides.  The horizontal and vertical 

guides will help you align your poster elements accurately. Text boxes and 

other elements will ”snap” to the guides and stay within the boundaries of the 

columns. To hide the guides go to VIEW and uncheck the Guides box. 

Headers and text containers 
Included in this template are commonly 

used section headers such as Abstract, 

Objectives, Methods, Results, etc.  

- Click inside a section header to add its 

text.  

- To add another header, click on edge of 

the section box so that it is outlined. Copy 

and paste it.  

- To increase its size, click on the white 

circles and expand to the the desired size. 

Adding content to the poster 
Start by adding your text to each section without spending too much time with 

formatting. Use the default font size even if your text extends beyond the 

bottom of the poster. Continue until you have added all your content including 

text, graphics, photos, etc. Once you finish adding your content you can go 

back and format your text as needed. 

- If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of 

your graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes 

and the size of your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller. 

Photos 
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and 

paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by 

holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the white corner handles 

(dots). For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by 

stretching them disproportionally. 

Quality check your graphics 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look 

clear, they will print well.  
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How to change the template colors 
You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the COLORS 

dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-research-poster-
template-colors.html 
 

You can also manually change the color of individual elements by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen select the 

background master where you can change the template background, column 

sizes, etc.  

 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that you go to 

VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.  

How to change the column layout configuration 
You can manually change the configuration on the columns by going to VIEW 

> SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize them or modify them as 

needed for your layout.  

You can see a tutorial here: https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-
change-the-column-configuration.html 

How to hide the QUICK START GUIDE 

bars from the sides of the template 
The Quick Start Guides are outside the 

template’s printable area and they will not be 

on the printed poster.  

 

If you create a PDF file from your template, the 

guides will not be included. 

 

To hide the guides click on the Home tab (top 

of the screen) and then click on the Layout 

button below to see the available layouts. 

Choose the Without Guides layout. 

How to preview your 

poster prior to printing 
You can preview your poster 

at any time by pressing the 

F5 key on your keyboard. 

You will see on the screen 

what's on your poster and 

how it should look when 

printed. Press the ESC key to 

exit Preview. 
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When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
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a variety of other materials.  

If you submit a PowerPoint document, you will be receiving a PDF proof for 

your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for before noon 
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Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are offered.  
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Background: 

Annually the influenza season has a high impact on the Irish health 

system. This is partly caused by high attendances to ED’s and high rates 

of isolation bed requirements. During the 2018/2019 flu season 41% 

(n=3,244) of all patients with influenza notified to the HPSC were 

hospitalised. During this same season there were 66 influenza outbreaks, 

49% were in hospital settings. National surveillance has shown that the 

most frequently reported symptoms included: fever (98%), cough (89%) 

and fatigue (87%).  

Based on this local surveillance data the Microbiology department, 

Mater hospital has developed an Influenza testing algorithm to guide 

appropriate influenza testing for in-patients based on symptoms (Figure 

1). The algorithm acts to improve patient flow, patient placement and to 

prevent outbreaks of flu in the hospital.  However, analysis of data shows 

that detection rates decrease at the end of the Influenza season. 

               Figure 1. 
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Aim of this study:  

To assess the number of patients admitted to the emergency department 

(ED) in February 2020 who had an Influenza PCR test performed and did 

not fulfil the criteria for testing as per the Influenza testing algorithm. 

Abstract: 
Aim: To assess the number of patients admitted to the emergency department in February 2020 who had an 
Influenza PCR test performed and did not fulfil the criteria for testing as per the influenza testing algorithm. 
Background: Prior to COVID-19 pandemic, annually the Influenza season had a high impact on the Irish health 
system. During the 2018/2019 Influenza season 41% (n=3,244) of all patients with Influenza notified to the 
HPSC were hospitalised. Based on local data the Microbiology Department, Mater Hospital developed an 
Influenza testing algorithm to guide appropriate Influenza testing for in-patients based on symptoms. The 
algorithm acts to improve patient flow, patient placement and to prevent outbreaks of Influenza in the 
hospital. However, analysis of data shows that detection rates decrease at the end of the Influenza season 
(February/March). 
Methods: Retrospective study. Electronic records of all patients who attended the ED in February 2020 and 
had an Influenza PCR test performed were reviewed. Symptoms recorded were correlated with the Influenza 
testing algorithm. Of note the COVID 19 pandemic impacted on the methodology as only electronic records 
were reviewed. 
Results: Between October 2019-March 2020, 1427 patient samples were tested for Influenza PCR in the Mater 
hospital- 943 (66%) were performed from in ED. 21% (n=199) were Influenza PCR detected. In February, only 
17.1% of samples tested were Influenza PCR detected and the sensitivity of the algorithm was 88.2% and the 
specificity 90.5%. In February the prevalence of Influenza was low. The positive predictive value of the 
algorithm was 68.1% and the negative predictive value 97.1%. 
Results: When the symptoms of the patients in this cohort were reviewed with the Influenza testing algorithm 
75.8% (n=69) did not fulfil the criteria for testing. However, the algorithm potentially may have missed two 
patients- a 90yo diabetic and a patient with a cough and an ill relative on return from a cruise. A diagnostic 
test should be used to supplement rather than substitute clinical acumen. It is important to note that a large 
number of the patients tested may not have required an Influenza test. 
  

                                          Conclusion: 

 In February 2020 only 17.1% of samples tested were Influenza PCR 

detected. When the symptoms of the patients in this cohort were 

reviewed with the Influenza testing algorithm 69 (75.8%) did not fulfil 

the criteria for testing. However, this potentially may have missed two 

patients with Influenza. On review of these two patients, one of these 

was a 90-year-old diabetic with a cough only and the other had a cough 

and myalgia and had a close relative return ill from a cruise. It has been 

well reported that fever is not always present in the very young and 

elderly and the immunocompromised.  A diagnostic test should be 

used to supplement rather than substitute clinical acumen.   

Of note there were weaknesses in this study. This was a retrospective 

study and relied on electronic records. It is possible that some of these 

records may not have been complete. In five patients there were no 

records.  

Notwithstanding it is important to note that a large number of patients 

may not have required an Influenza test.   

Algorithms have the ability to guide clinical practice. It is important 

that the  algorithm is supported by evidence. 

                                                      Results: 

The first Influenza PCR detected result was 6/11/19 and the last was 

24/3/2020. Between October 2019-March 2020,  1427 patient samples 

were tested for Influenza PCR in the Mater hospital (Table 1). Of these, 

943 (66%) were performed on patient samples from the ED. Twenty-

one percent (n=199) were Influenza PCR detected. Detection rates 

were at the lowest in February (17.1%) and March (4.8%) (Table 2). 

When Influenza symptoms (as per the Influenza testing algorithm) 

were compared to the Influenza PCR results it was found that during 

February, the sensitivity of the algorithm was 88.2% and the specificity 

90.5%. During this time the prevalence of Influenza was low,  the 

positive predictive value of the algorithm was 68.1% and the negative 

predictive value 97.1%. Of note the electronic records of five patients 

were incomplete and were not included in the study. 

                                                    Standards:  

Local surveillance data (HPSC and Mater Hospital). 

                                                   Methodology:  

This was a retrospective study. Electronic records of all patients who had 

attended the ED in February 2020 and had an Influenza PCR test 

performed were reviewed. Symptoms recorded in the electronic chart 

were noted and correlated with the influenza testing algorithm.  

Of note the COVID 19 pandemic impacted on the methodology of this 

audit as only electronic records were reviewed. No patients were 

interviewed. Also, it was felt that the symptoms of COVID 19 in patients 

increased the Influenza test requesting in March and therefore reduced 

the detection rate. 

Assessing the use and performance of an Influenza testing algorithm 
 

Sara Woods, Deirdre Brady 
Mater Misercordiae Hospital 
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